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The City of Andover provides a variety of recreation opportunities to its residents
through implementation of the Parks and Open Space Plan. The City recognizes that
the anticipated growth in population will increase demands on existing facilities and
programs. This chapter provides description of the various parks and recreation
facilities, the tools used to plan the park system and also establishes site selection
criteria for both parks and open space. Goals, policies and objectives are presented in
Chapter One: Foundation of the Comprehensive Plan.

Parks

The City contains 65 parks ranging in size from under an acre to more than 100 acres.
Anoka County operates two regional parks that serve Andover residents. There are no
State or Federal parks within the city limits. Figure 5.1 shows the location of all parks
and trails within the City. Figure 5.2 identifies the type of facilities in each park.

Types of Parks

The Metropolitan Council has categorized local and regional parks according to factors
such as size, use, service area, location and site attributes (Figure 5.3). All types of
local facilities can be found within the City including mini-parks, neighborhood
parks\playgrounds, community playfields, and community parks. The City uses these
categories in the selection of park locations to ensure a variety of park types and
facilities are available to serve the needs of residents.

Regional Parks
The two regional parks that serve Andover residents are Bunker Hills Regional Park and
Rum River Central Regional Park (Figure 5.4).

Bunker Hills Regional Park

Bunker Hills Regional Park is a 1600 acre regional park reserve located in the southeast
corner of Andover and extends into the adjacent cities of Blaine, Coon Rapids and Ham
Lake. The park includes a variety of passive and active recreation

facilities such as picnic areas, campgrounds, playgrounds, an indoor and outdoor
archery range; a water park with multiple slides, a sand play area, a proposed lazy river,
plus a wave pool; native prairie, wetland, oak savannah areas, a small lake, shade plant
gardens, abundant wildlife, hiking, biking, horse and cross country skiing trails, a
veterans memorial, and an 18-hole professional golf course. A horse stable and arena
offer riding lessons, trail rides, hayrides and campfire opportunities. An activities center
offers public meeting rooms and offices full time park staff. A year-round full service
restaurant with banquet and meeting facilities offers seasonal theatre and serves as the
golf course clubhouse. An overall master plan for the park is available from the Anoka
County Park & Recreation Department. More information can also be found on their
Website: www.anokacountyparks.com
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Figure 5.2 Existing Park Facilities

g
E
= E 5 5] 2 r)
z & £ ¢ 3 ¢ - E 8% 3
£ 3 o228 ® 3 5 , B 3 %% %
2 ® £ E£EE @ g B2 £ © ¥ © 5% B8
- . ] @ 2 285 @ S 58 2 5 G g ®wWE2 g
Park Name Park # Acres Type @ o w b= a & G o - = O ZO0O o
BIRCH RIDGE 1 13.38 UN
HAWK RIDGE 2 13.48 N Y Y ¥ Y i
FOREST MEADOWS 3 B.78 N Y Y
TIMBER TRAILS 4 7.05 N Y Y Y
LANGSETH 5 1.72 M Y
CEDAR CREST ESTATE B 0.87 UM
CEDAR CREST 7 277 UN
GROW QAK VIEW 8 ? UN
WHITE OAKS E] UN
\WOODLAND MEADOWS 10 M Y
\VALLEY WIEW UN
LUND'S MORTH N Y
TULIP PARK um
PIME HILLS N ¥ ¥ Y
OAK HOLLOW UN
FOX MEADOWS N Y Y Y Yy Y
MOORES ESTATES UN
LANDLOCKED PARK UN
NORDEEN'S M Y v
KELSEY ROUND LAKE CP& Y
STROOTMAM PARK N ¥ Y Y Y
CITY HALL PARK COMPLEX #1 CPL ¥ ¥ Y i
SUNSHINE PARK CPL Y Y v Y Y Y
RIVER TRAILS UN
PRAIRIE KNOLL N v Y Y Y Y Y
MEADOWOOD NORTH M ¥ Y
ROUND LAKE BOAT LANDING um Y
04K BLUFF N ¥ Y
MEADOWOOD SOUTH UM
PLEASENT DAKS M ¥ Y i
MEADOWS OF ROUND LAKE M Y
HARTFIEL'S um
DEHN'S UM
SHADY KNOLL M Yy Y
THE QAKS um
CREEKRIDGE UM
CREEK VIEW CROSSING M ( Y Y
GREEN ACRES M Yy Y ¥
ROSE PARK 39 N Y ¥ Y
RED OAKS WEST 40 N ( Y Y
NORTH WOODS EAST 41 A7 I Y Y
HILLS OF BUNKER LAKE WEST 42 43 N Y ¥
RED QAKS EAST 43 54 UN
NORTH WOODS WEST 44 87 N i Y
REDWOOD PARK 45 .59 UN
WILD IRIS 46 31 N Yy Y ¥ Y
SHADOWBROOK WEST PARK 47 11.34 UN
138TH AVE. PARK 48 0.34 M Y
HIDDEN CREEK NORTH N ¥ Y Y Y Y
CROOKED LAKE BOAT LANDING M Y Y
HIDDEM CREEK EAST 51 N Y ¥ Y
HIDDEN CREEK SOUTH 52 M Y
COOMN CREEK PARK 53 CPA ¥
AMDOVER LIONS 54 N Y ¥
TERRACE PARK 55 N Y Y ¥ Y
SHADOWBROOK EAST PARK 56 CPL ( Y ¥
TIMBER RIVERS PARK 57 N Y Y i Y
CHESTERTON COMMONS PARK 58 M ¥
EVELAND FIELDS CPL Y
\WOODLAND ESTATES PARK B0 M ¥
OAKVIEW PARK g1 M Y
COUNTRY OAKS PARK 62 N Yy ¥
SOPHIES PARK 63 UN
\WOODLAND CROSSINGS PARK B4 N Y Y
AMDOVER STATION N BALLFIELDS 55 CFL Y Y

Updated: May 2007

KEY: CPA - Community Park
CPL - Community Playfield
M - Mini Park
U - Undeveloped
N - Neighborhood Park

Trail locations are shown on the map.




LOCAL FACILITIES

REGIONAL FACILITIES

LOCAL OR AEGIONAL

COMPONENT
-
MINIFARK

NEIGHEQRHQCC
PARK/
PLAYGRCUND

COMMUNITY
PLAYFIELD

COMMUNITY
PARK

1f

REGICNAL PARK

REGIONAL PARK
RESEAVE

.

™ LINEAR PARK
[Trars, earriciors,
pargesavyl

HISTORIC PARK

SPECIAL USE

*A gouping ol neighbarheods, not 3 unit of governmant,

CLASSTFICATION FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE

USE

Soemaiized faclitnes mat serve 3
exncentrated or llmited pacula-
ven er specitic gous wmech as toey

or samicr citizeng; may be in
lccaticns such 33 aparument

cmplgxes, IDwrhouse deveioo.
ments, or camumersizl centary,

Area for intanse recrmaticnal

activities suen 33 field garnes,
court games, crafts, aocaratus

area, thating, neighborfces
centers.

Aruz for intensa recrestionyt

facilities sucn as athlene fieios

and twirnming pools: esuld
inciude nmighborhced uss.

Ares of aatursl or armamencai
cuality for sutcoor recraaton
swch 33 watking, viewing, utting,

picnicking; eauld have some
lield 2nd eaurt games.

Arma af agrural or grmamenml

quality for nature-griented
outcaor recrestion mes 4
picmeking, Badating, fishing,
swirmming, camging and
trail uses.

Ares of nztural quality for
asturt-crignted cutcoor

recrestion gueh as viewing and
nudying nature, wildlite habi-
@, CINLRTVATION, MAVTTING,

picnicking, Riking, fshing,

boating, eamping and trail uses.

Ares developed for one ar

maee varying modes of recre.

sricral travel puch zs Riking,

biking, snovencailing, horss-

back riding, eresscounty
skiing, canneing and driving,

Arus that oreserees, maintung,
g interprets building, s,

nd objecss of histoncsl ang
srcheclogical signiflcancs.

memu

single purposs recraational

setivities such as golf coursa,

AETUFY CRTITEr, MANing, 20q,
eonserartory, arboretum,

dizplay gerdans, zrens, gun
club, 2o downhill shi arss.

SERVICE AREA

l.egs than % rmuia

%tz 4 e
ractiug 1o seree
3 pooulaticn of
4,000 e £0CQ
{neighternacdl

3-8 nmgnzorncocs
{cammunicy *]

3-8 aeighborhoces
{eommurnity *)

3-8 cummunites®

County
Multi-caunty

SITE

L2zs than 1 acre

10-28 acres

28.20 acres

25-2C acrms

4CQ-5C0 acres
{100 acre
minamumi

1000+ geres;
sufticient area
ancsmpass the
rRIGUITE enviioned
far preservatian.

SuMicrent widin m
pravide maximym
pravecnon of re-
soures and maxi-
mum use; sufficient
fangth o sccomp-
lish purpass.

Sutficient ares to
encomeass facilicy
or resourcs.

Specilic sandarg
pelicsbis o

SITE ATTHRIBUTES

Physiagrasny suited
tar intanse deveigoment

Prvsicgraony suited for
ntenia cevetaomant

Altords natursl leacures
with varied physcgrapnic
intgrest

Camolete nawral serting
ecantiguous (o water
bodies or water eouries
where pnossible.

Qivertity of umique
rRIQUICES, i.9., fOpOgrachy,
lakes, rirearns, marsnes,
flars, fauna.

Utilize man-macge and/or

ngrursl-lines: resources such

23 utility eormdors, ngho-

ofweay, drainage wayse, Diul

linas, vegetstion patterns
ol roacs.

Higtorically ugnificant;
feDresents broad cultursl,

salitical, seanomic, milicry,

or smcial higtory; sxsaciated
with distoricsl figure, archi-
woTural specimen, maice
srcheoiogics! sio. Largs
W ta protees all
significant resgurces,

Aporupriate tm particulsr
wecigt uze,

Source:  Metropolitan Council, “Recreation and Open Spaces,”
Metronolitan Develooment Guide, 1581,

SITE LOQCATION

Proxiemity 1o
semeniary SR

‘Prommity ta tecand-
.ary sencal ang awner

public facilities

Proximty to com.
muniry facilities
and resaurce.

Where natural
rESOUICE GESUrY =
parucularty water,

YWnere resource
CCTurs,

Where linear rescurce
acuri. Link eome.
panerts of reerastion
rystem. Link athar
community [scilities
suech g3 schools,
library ind commar.
il aress.



o

o

ELEMENTS

COBALTST.
BARIUM ST. NW

INDIAN TRIBES

VENTRE ST. NW

UAPAW ST. NW

ELDORADO ST. NW

YUCCA ST NW

FLOWERS

TAMARACK ST. NW

CROCUS ST.
VERDIN ST. }

VORWAY ST. NW

=
I

L

—
] []
0
L |I1I —
| TITITTIT0T
| T
ﬂ%ﬁ ARDJ T %
= T = LAKE -

Rum River Central /="
Regional Park

R

|| [

1inch = 3,619 feet

=

M

5,000

Feet
1

Miles

T LI

___J::l

Sine

IIllIIlTT

1

i

10,000

1.5

RF1:43,428

H]

[P

Bunker Hills
=7 Regional Park

§§%%§§§

IBUNKE|
LAK:

L5

]

181ST AVE. NW

180TH AVE. NW.

179TH AVE.NW.

178TH AVE.NW.

177TH AVE.NW.

176TH AVE.NW.

175TH AVE.NW.

174TH AVE.NW.

173RD AVE. NW

172ND AVE. NW

171ST AVE. NW

170TH AVE.NW.

169TH AVE.NW.

168TH AVE.NW.

167TH AVE.NW

166TH AVE. NW

165TH AVE.NW.

164TH AVE.NW.

163RD AVE. NWW

162ND AVE. NW

161ST AVE. NW

160TH AVE. NW

I159TH AVE.NW

I58TH AVE.NW

157TH AVE.NW

I56TH AVE.NW

I55TH AVE.NW

154TH AVE.NW

153RD AVE. NI

152ND AVE. NW

I51ST AVE. NW

I150TH AVE.NW

149TH AVE.NW

148TH AVE.NW

147TH AVE.NW

146TH AVE.NW

145TH AVE.NW

144TH AVE.NW

143RD AVE. NW

142ND AVE. NW

141ST AVE. NW

140TH AVE.NW

139TH AVE.NW

138TH AVE.NW

BUNKER LAKE BLVD.

136TH AVE.NW

135TH AVE.NW

134TH AVE.NW

133RD AVE. NW

P\NDOVE
Incorporated 1974

Comprehensive Plan Figure 5.4
Regional Parks and Trails Map

The regional trails identified on this map are intended to illustrate the
routes that have been identified by Anoka County. As indicated in
Chapter Five of the Comprehensive Plan, not all segments of these

trails have been completed. Please contact the Anoka County

Parks Department or visit www.anokacountyparks.com for the most
recent information. Additionally, city designated regional trails are

identified on Figure 24 of the Transportation Plan.
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Rum River Central Regional Park

Rum River Central Regional Park is a 434 acre regional park located adjacent to the
northwest corner of the city on the west bank of the Rum River. A substantial
improvement project completed in 1999 allowed the park to reopen with picnic areas
and pavilion, playground equipment, boat launch and fishing deck, as well as hiking,
biking, horse and cross country skiing trails. Expansion of the park area has been
discussed by the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission. This
expansion would likely not affect adjacent residential property within Andover due
to the park being separated by the Rum River. An overall master plan for the park
is available from the Anoka County Park & Recreation Department. More information
can also be found on their Website: www.anokacountyparks.com

Regional Trails

The two regional trails that pass through Andover are the Central Anoka

County Regional Trail and the Rum River Regional Trail (Figure 5.4) as identified in the
Metropolitan Council’'s 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan. Funding for these trails is
provided by city, county, state and federal sources. Figure D shows the location of
these trails in the city. A county wide trails map is available from the Anoka County
Parks Department and also from their website: www.anokacountyparks.com

Central Anoka County Regional Trail

This trail extends along Bunker Lake Boulevard and will connect Bunker Hills Regional
Park west to the Mississippi West County Park in the City of Anoka and east into
Linwood Township. Presently there are two gaps in the trail within Andover. One exists
between Bunker Hills Park and Hanson Boulevard to the west. A portion of this trail will
be constructed with the Hanson Boulevard Improvement project with completion in
2008. However, a safe crossing of the Burlington Northern Railroad needs to be
resolved before the trail will connect with Bunker Hills Regional Park. The second gap
is between Round Lake Boulevard and 7™ Avenue. This trail segment will likely be
constructed at the time this section of Bunker Lake Boulevard is reconstructed by Anoka
County.

Rum River Regional Trail

This trail presently exists south of the intersection of Bunker Lake Boulevard and 7™
Avenue and continues south to the Mississippi River Regional Trail to provide a
continuous route that connects with the Minneapolis park system. The Rum River
Regional Trail is planned to extend north along 7" Avenue to the Rum River Central
Regional Park in the future.

Recreation Facilities

Recreation facilities are an essential component of active use parks. The development
of recreation facilities requires an understanding of community needs based on
population, service radius, and space requirements. Standards established by the
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National Recreation and Parks Association provide guidelines for such development.
The city has used these guidelines in the preparation of a Park Study with community
input. This document evaluates the present park system and facilities and uses growth
projections from the Land Use Plan to determine the steps necessary to complete the
park system. The Park Study is updated regularly and determines not only community
park needs, but also establishes the annual park dedication fees that pay for the
needed park improvements. The park dedication fees are based on a combination of
needs from all new development, including residential, commercial and industrial.

Additionally, the city maintains a detailed list of park facilities including their type, age
and expected life. This list aids routine maintenance of facilities and is used to
determine the types of facilities and improvements that need to be included in the
Capital Improvement Plan.

Open Space

A plan for the preservation of open space is necessary to protect natural areas from
development, as well as to protect water and air quality and to preserve wildlife habitat.
The city has worked cooperatively with a variety of resource protection organizations to
enhance natural areas within the existing park system and to protect floodplain and
wetlands. In 2006, Andover residents approved a bond referendum to provide a
dedicated funding source for the preservation of open space. The Council subsequently
established an Open Space Advisory Commission to develop preservation
recommendations. The Commission, in cooperation with the Anoka Conservation
District, prepared a natural resource inventory as a basis for these recommendations.

Open Space Evaluation and Site Selection Criteria
The city has established criteria to evaluate sites for preservation opportunities. The
following criteria are used to properly evaluate sites for open space preservation.

The City of Andover will evaluate sites for open space preservation opportunities based
on the following criteria:

1. The area provides an opportunity to protect and preserve significant local natural
resources, including:

Sensitive groundwater areas

Natural hydrological systems

Native plant communities

Buffer areas adjacent to lakes, streams and wetlands

Buffer areas adjacent to upland natural plant and animal communities

Lands important as wildlife or corridors

Threatened or endangered species of plants or animals

Other notable features, including historical, educational, archaeological,

aesthetic, and other features
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2. The area to be protected is sufficient in size to preserve and
enhance natural resources

3. The area presents an opportunity to protect significant natural resources that would
otherwise be negatively affected by development, land use change or negligence

4. The area provides opportunities for passive recreation and observation of the natural
environment

5. The area provides views of the natural environment along transportation corridors
including roads and trails

6. Other factors may be considered, including the amount of similar resources that
exist, the location of the area, the amount of funding available, and others. The Open
Space Advisory Commission will establish an objective system for recommending
selection of sites.

Park Land Site Selection Criteria

The city has established criteria to evaluate sites for their potential to fulfill the
needs identified by the plans and studies described earlier in this chapter. The
following criteria are used to properly evaluate sites for the location of parks,
recreation facilities.

1. The area is in close proximity to particular natural resources, such as lakes, rivers
and other unique features

2. The area is sufficient in size to allow the user to experience the natural resource and
enjoy compatible recreation activities without degrading the natural resource or the
visitor's experience

3. The area is suitable for recreation opportunities that complement those provided by
other city parks and county and regional agencies

4. The area is geographically located to fulfill and not duplicate the type of park and
facilities needed to serve the present needs of residents and the needs of the long
range projected population in the service area

5. The area is located where it will be easily accessible

6. The area is physically suitable for types of facilities that are needed in the service
area
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National Recreation and Parks Association provide guidelines for such development.
The city has used these guidelines in the preparation of a Park Study with community
input. This document evaluates the present park system and facilities and uses growth
projections from the Land Use Plan to determine the steps necessary to complete the
park system. The Park Study is updated regularly and determines not only community
park needs, but also establishes the annual park dedication fees that pay for the
needed park improvements. The park dedication fees are based on a combination of
needs from all new development, including residential, commercial and industrial.

Additionally, the city maintains a detailed list of park facilities including their type, age
and expected life. This list aids routine maintenance of facilities and is used to
determine the types of facilities and improvements that need to be included in the
Capital Improvement Plan.

Open Space

A plan for the preservation of open space is necessary to protect natural areas from
development, as well as to protect water and air quality and to preserve wildlife habitat.
The city has worked cooperatively with a variety of resource protection organizations to
enhance natural areas within the existing park system and to protect floodplain and
wetlands. In 2006, Andover residents approved a bond referendum to provide a
dedicated funding source for the preservation of open space. The Council subsequently
established an Open Space Advisory Commission to develop preservation
recommendations. The Commission, in cooperation with the Anoka Conservation
District, prepared a natural resource inventory as a basis for these recommendations.

Open Space Evaluation and Site Selection Criteria
The city has established criteria to evaluate sites for preservation opportunities. The
following criteria are used to properly evaluate sites for open space preservation.

The City of Andover will evaluate sites for open space preservation opportunities based
on the following criteria:

1. The area provides an opportunity to protect and preserve significant local natural
resources, including:

Sensitive groundwater areas

Natural hydrological systems

Native plant communities

Buffer areas adjacent to lakes, streams and wetlands

Buffer areas adjacent to upland natural plant and animal communities

Lands important as wildlife or corridors
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